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PAST, BUT 
NOT PAST IT
Before Bond and Il 
Divo, Nigel Kennedy 
revolutionised classical 
music, not by being 
eye candy but with a 
punk attitude and non-
conservative clothes. He 
just wanted to draw our 
attention, push classical 
lovers out of their comfort 
zone, and then hit us all 
between the eyes with 
his virtuosity and love of 
that musical heritage. 
It’s still where he’s at, 
serving up pastiche 
performances of works 
by six of classical music’s 
greatest composers on 
Inner Thoughts … it’s 
become fashionable 
(and profi table) for 
established artists to 
record cover versions 
of songs from previous 
eras. Bette Midler can be 
forgiven. Her career has 
always been ‘anything 
goes’ moving from the 
Andrews Sisters to The 
Rolling Stones in a blink. 
Her latest album is 
completely dedicated to 
the Peggy Lee Songbook. 
Peggy Lee was one of the 
great jazz singers. Midler, 
too, can be a great singer 
when she wants … 

In one way I love Ryan Adams pumping out 
one CD after another, even at the expense of his 
commercial viability. In another way, I wish he’d 
spend more time on some of the songs. 29 is as 
good as it gets though, an album where Adams’ 
songs concentrate on one year of his life, taking 
himself too seriously, but he’s one of the most 
fragile of today’s singer-songwriters … I was 
looking forward to the new My Morning Jacket 
album, but while other critics rave, I fi nd myself 
bemused, but not totally disappointed by Z. I 
don’t think the songs are as good as on previous 
albums, but that thing they’ve given back to 
rock  – that Neil Young/Creedence rock ramble 
– is there in its glory … Former Guided By Voices 
frontman Robert Pollard sets out on his own with 
the 26-track From A Compound Eye, a predictably 
eccentric best-of serve of Guided By Voices 
stylings, from low-key through to prog-rock … 

Claire Trentain has it 
all ahead of her. Her 
album Loving the Blue 
and Green is equal to 
any pop album you’ve 
heard recently, full of 
bright, interesting songs, 
all written by Trentain 
herself … Liz Phair put 
pride back into female 
pop, but the new album 
Somebody’s Miracle is 
everything she wasn’t 
in the past, safe and 
predictable, but still 
someone to measure 
against the more high-
profi le advocates of 
the style … The Knife 
are a Swedish brother 
and sister combination 
who cast back to ’80s-
electropop, a-la Depeche 
Mode, with a touch of 
sexiness, on their album 
Deep Cuts…  somewhere 
back there we lost 
interest in Texas, as they 
gradually moved from 
their original country-
blues style  to the lush 
pop they deliver today. 
Red Book is another 
example of the excellent 
pop band they’ve 
become …

CLAIRE TRENTAIN
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